
Parsha Ekev 

Chapters 7 v.12 – 11 v.25 

 

 Parsha Ekev is the 3rd parsha in the Book of Deuteronomy, the 5th Book of the 

Torah.  Let’s go back and remember how Deuteronomy came to be. 

 The origin of the 5th Book is unique.  It was located by Hilkiah, the High Priest 

and given to King Josiah around 622 BCE.  It was found in the rubble and ruins of the 

decayed temple walls.  The decay was the result of the 55 years of rule of King 

Manasseh, who displayed a fanatical hatred for the Faith of his fathers.  During this time, 

the Temple was desecrated, the Ark removed from the Holy of Holies, and altars erected 

to various cults.  Josiah, the grandson of Manasseh, had ruled for 18 years when he 

decided to restore the teachings of Moses to the Southern Kingdom, and when he 

received this “lost scroll”, he decided it was the long-lost 5th Book.  The writing style and 

content are unique from the previous four Books, leading some to question whether this 

book belongs with the others.  As you may recall, many current linguists attribute 

Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings and Chronicles to one man, perhaps 

Jeremiah, perhaps his scribe.  In any event, it was added to the other 4 Books.  But to 

Josiah, the finding of this Book was almost like a sign from God that it needed to be 

discovered, and that Josiah’s reconstruction of the Jewish faith was a prophecy from God 

that good times were on the way.  Perhaps, but Josiah was killed in battle in 609 BCE by 

the Egyptians trying to prevent them from attacking the Babylonians.  Yet that didn’t 

prevent those same Babylonians 16 years later, from breeching Jerusalem’s walls, and 7 

years after that, in 586 BCE, destroying the Temple and exiling the Israelites to Babylon. 

 Because this book was looked upon as a second writing of the Law by the hand of 

Moses, the Greek-speaking Jews used the Greek name for “second-law”, which was 

subsequently altered slightly in Latin and then in English to Deuteronomy. 

 Deuteronomy consists of Moses’ Three Farewell Discourses and a Song to Israel.  

In the first parsha, Moses begins his first discourse, which reviews the Israelites’ journey 

from Sinai to Kadesh.  In the second parsha, he begins his Second Discourse, which 

includes the Sh’ma and the V’ahavtah.  Parsha Ekev concludes the Second Discourse.  

Let’s see what it has to say. 

 Chapter 7 is typical.  In 15 verses it says if you are obedient to God, God will 

reward you.  Chapter 8 says the same thing, and notes the good things that God did for 

the Israelites as they wandered in the desert.  In fact, in verse 3 we learn the lesson of the 

manna that “man doth not live by bread alone”, but by what God provides.  This indicates 

that the spiritual needs of a person are as important as one’s physical needs.  In chapter 9, 

Moses recalls all the times when the Children of Israel rebelled against God, and in the 

first half of chapter 10, how God relented from destroying them after Moses interceded 

on their behalf.  Moses concludes chapter 10 by extolling the virtues of God.  And finally 

in chapter 11, we read about reward and punishment.  The verses that I am now going to 

read are part of a Saturday prayer service just before one recites the prayer in which the 

fringes of the tallis are kissed.  It goes from verse 13 thru verse 21. 

 

13. And it will be, if you hearken to My commandments that I command you this day to 

love the Lord, your God, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, 

14. I will give the rain of your land at its time, the early rain and the latter rain, and you 



will gather in your grain, your wine, and your oil. 

15. And I will give grass in your field for your livestock, and you will eat and be sated. 

16. Beware, lest your heart be misled, and you turn away and worship strange gods and 

prostrate yourselves before them. 

17. And the wrath of the Lord will be kindled against you, and He will close off the 

heavens, and there will be no rain, and the ground will not give its produce, and you will 

perish quickly from upon the good land that the Lord gives you. 

19. And you shall teach them to your sons to speak with them, when you sit in your house 

and when you walk on the way and when you lie down and when you rise. 

21. in order that your days may increase and the days of your children, on the land which 

the Lord swore to your forefathers to give them, as the days of heaven above the earth. 

 

 A capsule summary would be to show how having complete faith in God and 

keeping the Ten Commandments are essential in order to live a true Jewish life and 

receive your ultimate rewards.  It is a common theme throughout the history of the 

Children of Israel.  I also suggest you listen to the commentary in bimbam.com as the 

reader discusses this parsha from a unique perspective. 

 

 On August 6th-7th, we commemorated the 9th day of Av, also known as Tishe 

B’Av.  It is a fast day as it recalls the destruction of the first Temple in 586 BCE and the 

second Temple in 70 AD.  There is conjecture that the second Temple may not have been 

destroyed exactly on the 9th of Av, but this holiday decrees this doubly horrific event.  I 

also have learned that the expulsion of the Jews during the Spanish Inquisition in 1492 

also began on this day. 

 We are also about 2 weeks into the month of Elul, which is traditionally used by 

Jews to prepare for the Days of Awe.  We will celebrate Rosh Hashanah on Monday, 

September 26th, a week after our regular September Shabbat service. 

 

The Haftorah again comes from Isaiah, and this time from chapters 49-51.  This is 

the second Haftorah of Consolation, designed to bring comfort and hope to the people 

during the weeks that follow Tishe B’Av.  I find Isaiah difficult to read, especially these 

poetic sections.  Remember that Isaiah prophesized in the Southern Kingdom at a time 

when the Northern Kingdom was destroyed and the peoples exiled.  He also lived during 

the reign of the evil King Manasseh, when being Jewish was a difficult thing to be.  In 

these chapters, Isaiah calls on all the people, including the exiles, to retain their spiritual 

identity in the midst of their suffering.  He reminds them that God destroys those who 

oppose him.  He makes it clear that God has not divorced them, and he is committed to 

reuniting them; hence they must continue to follow in God’s ways and have faith in God.  

Lastly, he says that even if the Holy Land is laid waste, when the exiles return God will 

ensure it is flowing with milk and honey.  Thus the messages in Ekev and Isaiah are 

similar: believe in the one, true God, and you shall be rewarded. 

 

 
 


