
Parsha Naso 
 

 It has been 5 years since we last read this parsha.  Let’s see what additional material I can 

present you with. 

Parsha Naso is the second parsha from the Book of Numbers (Bamidbar – In The Desert) and 

covers Chapter 4, verse 21 through Chapter 7.  Along with the first parsha in Numbers and the one that 

follows Naso, these chapters deal with the laws and regulations given while the Children of Israel dwelt 

in the Sinai.  Parsha Naso has three very important themes, Trial by Ordeal, the concept of the Nazarite 

and the Threefold Priestly Blessings. 

 

 Like the first parsha, Naso begins by assigning to the families of the Gershonites, the Merarites, 

and the Kohathites the responsibilities for maintaining the Tabernacle under the auspices of Aaron.  

These 3 families were all considered to be Levites, and their primary role was to assist the Priests, also 

known as Kohanim. 

When we assign aliyahs during a reading of the Torah, the first aliyah is always given to a 

Kohain while the second aliyah is always given to a Levite.  All other aliyahs are given to ordinary 

Children of Israel.  While Aaron and his sons not from a specific tribe, all the Levites were from the 

tribe of Levi, but note that all members of that tribe were not Levites.  Only those three families 

comprised the priestly Levites and they totaled 8580 men. 

 

 Chapter 5 deals primarily with the ritual of Trial by Ordeal (verses 5:11-31), also known as the 

Law of Jealousy, through which ONLY a husband was able to deal with suspected marital infidelity, 

i.e., the wife never had an option of dealing with an unfaithful husband.  While this process was 

abolished after the destruction of the first Temple, the concept continued for many centuries in Western 

Europe.  Since the website bimbam.com devotes its entire 5 minute video to this event, I think it is 

important to present it to you.  Although the wife is presumed innocent, she was still required to drink 

from “the water of bitterness”.  If she was indeed innocent, nothing happened.  If she were guilty, her 

body would become bloated and disfigured.  In addition, the wife had to pronounce the words ‘Amen, 

Amen’, or ‘so be it’.  This is the first instance in the Torah where this word is used.  Of course it is now 

used universally during worship at the end of prayers and blessings. 

Trial by Ordeal is the only instance where the guilty party is humiliated in front of others.  

Punishments in the Torah were normally administered in a "dignified" way as even the guilty are made 

in the image of God. 

Bimbam.com spends some time discussing what kind of marital bliss remains after a wife was 

humiliated but found innocent.  The Hebrew word for man is “eesh”, made up of the Hebrew letters 

aleph, yud and shin.  The Hebrew word for woman is “eesha”, made up of the Hebrew letters aleph, 

shin and hey.  If we look at the two words and write their differing letters as yud + hay, they form a 

spelling of the name of God.  This implies that in the union of a man and a woman that God is 

watching over them and that they follow God’s laws.  It may be hard work, but a successful marriage 

will be the result of that hard work.  If we eliminate the yud and the hay, we are left with an aleph + a 

shin, and that spells the word “aish”, which is the Hebrew word for fire.  A marriage without the 

presence of God will soon consume itself and dissolve.  So although a positive outcome of a Trial by 

Ordeal might leave some hard feelings between the couple, it should be a sign that a successful 

marriage is in store providing both partners do their best to eliminate any suspicion of infidelity by 

either spouse. 

 



 Chapter 6 describes the Laws of the Nazirite.  A Nazirite is an individual who offers him or 

herself to God’s service for a minimum of one month, although there are instances of the vow lasting 

for life as I shall mention shortly.  A Nazirite was identified by three things – unshaven hair, abstinence 

from drinking, and avoidance of contact with a dead body.  Samuel, our first great Judge, and Samson, 

famous for his long hair, were Nazirites. 

Samuel was a Nazirite as he was given by his mother, Channah, to Eli, the High Priest, for life 

in gratitude to God for enabling her to conceive after having been barren her entire life.  We read his 

story during Rosh Hashanah.  Samuel was tasked by God to select first Saul and then David as the first 

2 kings of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

I am going to mention the Haftorah portion at this time as it is taken from the Book of Judges.  It 

tells us how Samson likewise was given to God as a Nazirite for life in return for his birth to his barren 

mother, whose name is never revealed.  An angel appeared to her and foretold the birth of her son, and 

being very religious, she told her husband, Manoach.  And he prayed to God, and his prayers were 

answered, for Samson was born and given to God for God’s service.  It is also noted that Manoach was 

a member of the tribe of Dan, considered the weakest of the 12 tribes.  This implies that God’s chosen 

can come from anywhere.  Although Samson is famous because was able to slay a large number of 

Philistines along with himself when he collapsed the Temple of Dagon, his was a solitary effort.  

During Samson’s life, no one else came forward to help him.  It was not until the time of David that the 

Israelites were able to throw off the yoke of the Philistines. 

 

But for me, the highlight of the parsha is Chapter 6, verses 22-27 where the Three Priestly 

Blessings are presented.  I always like to make a connection between the prayer service and the Torah, 

and here is an excellent commentary that I found.  Consider the first blessing – The Lord bless thee and 

keep thee.  It is important to note that ALL of Israel is treated in the singular as one nation.  This prayer 

shows the Guardianship of God.  Then the second – The Lord make his FACE to shine upon thee and 

be gracious unto thee.  The concept of the Lord’s face shining upon someone is a symbol of happiness, 

purity and friendship.  The Lord is clearly stating his ultimate satisfaction and pleasure with the 

Children of Israel.  This prayer shows the Grace of God.  The third prayer – The Lord lift up his 

countenance upon thee and give thee peace – shows the Peace of God.  Peace – SHALOM – also 

means freedom from disaster, health, welfare, security and tranquillity.  Of course it also reaffirms that 

Israel must be a peace-loving, not war-loving nation.  Surely these blessings add to the notion that the 

Children of Israel were God’s chosen people, and to this day we are obliged to have continued faith in 

this singular God. 

 

Another commentary I read stated that Judaism holds great significance to the number three. 

The threefold aspect of God is that there is a "judgmental side", the "left hand", a “merciful side”, the 

"right hand," and a “compassionate side” in the “center”, which reconciles the two.  There are also 

three "parts" to creation, the physical realm we are blessed to live in, the realm of souls and angels 

where we can receive God, and the realm of the heavenly throne room where we find eternal peace. 

This prayer reflects both the "nature" of God as well as the "levels of existence" in His creation. We are 

safeguarded with the "left side of judgment," given grace from the "right side of mercy" and find Peace 

in the harmony of their balance. 

A final note is that these blessings are so significant that all those who believe in God should 

hear them.  Hence, it comes as no surprise to me that the Priestly Blessings are a regular feature of my 

wife’s Presbyterian Sunday service.  By the way, these blessings are part of a Jewish Saturday service 

but are not included in our Friday Night service. 

 



Chapter 7 discusses the equal offerings, one per day for 12 days, from the chieftains from each 

of the 12 tribes to Moses as he prepared to consecrate the Tabernacle.  The offerings are equal because 

no tribe wanted to upstage the other.  While the Hebrew is the same for each tribe, the Chumash does 

attach significance to the gifts from Issachar and Reuben. 

 

Finally, let us remember that we celebrated a major holiday this month, Shavuot, which 

occurred last Sunday.  For each of fifty days after Passover, an Omer of grain was brought to the 

Temple.  Shavuot occurs on the fiftieth day and the counting of the Omer is concluded.  It is the second 

of the three harvest holidays, along with Passover and Sukkot, and is also considered to be the time 

when the Ten Commandments were received. 

 

 

 

 
 


