
Parsha Terumah 

Exodus 25-27 v.19 
 

 This portion from the Book of Exodus, Terumah, is the first of the last 5 parshot in the 

Book of Exodus that deal with the construction of the portable Sanctuary used by the Children of 

Israel as they wandered for 40 years in the desert.  Only the episode of the Golden Calf interrupts 

this discussion. 

The entire Sanctuary consisted of 3 parts.  First was the outer Court, an oblong 150 feet 

by 75 feet with an entrance on the east side.  Second was the Altar of Sacrifice, inside the Court, 

which faced the entrance.  Behind it toward the west was the Laver, or wash basin, for the 

Priests.  Last was the Tabernacle, located in the western part of the Court.  A veil divided the 

Tabernacle into 2 parts, the first being the Holy Place, used only by the priests, which contained 

the Table, the Candlestick and the Altar of incense.  The second chamber was called the Holy of 

Holies and contained the Ark of the Covenant.  It was entered once a year by the High priest on 

the Day of Atonement.  The Holy of Holies was adorned with precious metals and finely woven 

colored materials, and the closer one was to the Holy of Holies, the more rare and costlier were 

the materials used.  The eastern side of the Tabernacle consisted of a screen, while the other 3 

sides were made of wood.  A tent covered the entire Tabernacle. 

Parsha Terumah describes in detail the materials for the Sanctuary and its purpose, the 

Ark of the Covenant (roughly 4’ by 2’ by 2’), the Table (3’ by 1.5’ by 3’ high), the curtains for 

the Tabernacle, the materials for the tent covering of the Tabernacle, the wooden materials for 

the other 3 sides, the veil, the Altar of Sacrifice and the outer Court.  The Tabernacle was 45’ on 

the north and south sides, 15’ on the west and east sides.  The Altar was 7.5’ square and 4.5’ 

high. 

One of my sources says that there are many mystical elements found in the construction 

of the Tabernacle (and later the Temple.) which are beyond the scope of this commentary.  

Everything from the materials of gold, silver and brass, the colors of red, purple and blue, the 

arrangement of the furnishings, the dimensions of the structure, to the placement of the people 

(from the High Priest in the Holy of Holies to the tribes encircling the Tent) has deep 

significance. Even individual items, such as the Menorah, reveal great mysteries about God and 

His Creation. 

This week’s parsha contains commandments concerning the Tabernacle and its 

implications in understanding our relationship with God.  Although the Tabernacle and Temple 

are not presently standing, many orthodox believe that every Jewish soul was at Sinai during the 

Exodus and experienced what the Children of Israel saw in person. 

Israel's redemption from Egypt was not complete with their physical departure, nor was it 

complete with the revelation on Mt. Sinai. Only with the Tabernacle had the Exodus achieved its 

"final" purpose. Israel was now ready to love and serve God in every way. 

 

  The connection of the Haftorah portion with this parsha is obvious, as it discusses King 

Solomon and the general description of the first Holy Temple to be built in Jerusalem.  The 

dimensions of the Temple that was built within the court was 90 feet by 30 feet by 45 feet tall.  

Some other detail is presented, but nowhere near the characterization presented in Exodus. 

 

* * *  

What was the purpose for the traveling Sanctuary in the desert?  Remember that we have 

not yet had the rebellion of the people and the Golden Calf, after which the Lord declared that 



the people would wander in the desert for a generation (40 years) until those who had sinned 

were no longer alive.  While we know that the Children of Israel were aware that an invisible 

God had led Moses and Aaron in freeing them from slavery in Egypt, we also know that they 

complained on a regular basis once they were across the Sea of Reeds and in the deserts of Sinai.  

However, we are also sure that they did not worship God on a consistent basis while they were in 

Egypt, and that they were surrounded by people who worshipped idols.  We also know that they 

endured Egyptian bondage for a long time before Moses appeared.  So it is reasonable to assume 

that they had mixed notions about this God that set them free. 

The Hertz Chumash says that Maimonides believed that the Sanctuary was created as a 

permanent structure to wean the Children of Israel from idolatry and turn them towards God.  It 

was a daily visible reminder that there was a God who would protect them.  The Sanctuary and 

its presence in the Torah was part of the Divine scheme in molding the Children of Israel for 

their ultimate role as the Chosen People.  The Sanctuary reinforced the laws that God gave to 

Moses to present to the Israelites.  That daily reminder would influence them individually and 

collectively.  Since God was Holy and the Sanctuary was Holy, so must the Children of Israel 

make themselves Holy in every aspect of their daily lives.  It forms the basis of living a Jewish 

life.  This is a unique aspect of Judaism.  It is more than just a religion.  It is a way of life.  It is a 

civilization that will live on forever as long as Jews exist.  We cannot escape it.  It is God’s gift 

to us.  Therefore, it is incumbent upon us to live as Jewishly as we can on a daily basis. 

 

*** 

This year will be the first time in many years that we will be celebrating Purim at the 

JCOB because we have 3 young ladies who are starting to learn Hebrew.  Although the holiday 

does not begin until February 26th, we will be reading The Megillah of Esther, which was the last 

book to be included in the Old Testament.  Curiously, nowhere does it include any mention of 

God.  While there have been no archeological finds to prove the story of Purim, it is said to have 

occurred around 450 BCE.  Purim is the first time that the annihilation of the Jews was proposed.  

This indicates that anti-Semitism existed long before the birth of Jesus.  Unfortunately, anti-

Semitism exists to this day and is growing, especially in Europe but quite evidently here, too. 

Like the Passover Seder, where we tell of the Exodus each year, so too do we tell the 

story of Esther, Mordecai and Haman, implying great significance to the event.  (The story of 

Hanukkah has similarities.)  We are commanded to blot out Haman’s name every time it is 

spoken, as Haman was an Amalekite, and God commanded us to blot out their existence, too.  

We are also commanded to get so drunk that we cannot differentiate between Mordecai and 

Haman so as to celebrate the holiday to its fullest.  Lastly, we need to remember the awful 

conclusion to the story, in which the Jews were given the authority to strike preemptively against 

those who wished to kill them, and they did so brutally. 

 


