
1. And it came to pass in the days of Achashverosh, who ruled from Hodu to Cush, 

where he sat on his royal throne, which was in Shushan the capital. In the third year of 

his reign, he made a feast for all his ministers and servants which lasted one hundred 

and eighty days. Then the king made a seven-day feast in the palace garden for all the 

people in Shushanl, nobleman and commoner alike. Drinks were served in golden 

vessels, vessels of assorted design, and the royal wine was in abundance as befitting 

the king. 

Queen Vashti, too, made a feast for the women in the royal palace of the King. On the 

seventh day, when the king's heart was merry with wine, he ordered the seven 

chamberlains to bring Queen Vashti before the king wearing the royal crown, to show 

her beauty to the nations and ministers, for she was indeed beautiful. But Queen Vashti 

refused to appears, and the king grew furious. 

So the king conferred with those who were versed in every law and statute. He asked 

them: "By law, what should be done with Queen Vashti for failing to obey the order of 

King Achashverosh?" 

One of the ministers declared: "It is not against the King alone that Queen Vashti has 

sinned, but against all the ministers and all the nations in all the provinces of the King, 

for word of the queen's deed will reach all the women and it will belittle their husbands.  

And they will say: 'King Achashverosh commanded that Queen Vashti be brought 

before him, yet she did not come!' And there will be much disgrace and anger. If it 

please the King, let a royal edict be issued by him, and let it be written into the laws of 

Persia and Media and let it not be revoked, that Queen Vashti may never again appear 

before King Achashverosh, and let the King confer her royal title upon another woman 

who is better than she.  

And the King's decree shall proclaim that all women will respect their husbands, 

nobleman and commoner alike." The idea pleased the king and the other ministers, and 

the king did as advised. He sent letters to each province and nation saying that every 

man shall be master in his home. 

2.  After these events, when King Achashverosh's wrath had abated, his attendants 

advised: "Let beautiful girls be sought for the King.  And let the King appoint officers in 

all the provinces of his kingdom, and let them gather every beautiful girl to Shushan, the 



capital. Then let the girl who finds favor in the King's eyes become queen in Vashti's 

stead." The plan pleased the king and he acted accordingly. 

There was a Jewish man in Shushan the capital, whose name was Mordechai, who had 

been exiled from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.  He had a cousin 

named Esther, who was beautiful, and when her father and mother died, Mordechai 

adopted her as his daughter. Now when the king's order became known, Esther was 

taken to the palace by the local custodian. She found favor in custodian’s eyes and won 

his kindness, so that he hurried to provide her with her cosmetics and meals, and maids 

that were to be given her from the palace. He also transferred her and her maids to the 

best quarters in the harem. 

 All the while Esther did not divulge that she was Jewish, for Mordechai had instructed 

her not to tell. Every day Mordechai would stroll in front of the harem courtyard to find 

out how Esther was faring and what would be done with her. Now when each girl's turn 

came to go to King Achashverosh, she would be provided with whatever she requested 

to accompany her from the harem to the palace.  She would not go to the king again 

unless she was summoned by name. 

But when the time came for Esther to go to the king, she did not ask for a thing. And the 

king loved Esther more than all the women and she won his favor and kindness.  He 

placed the royal crown on her head and made her queen in Vashti's stead. Then the 

king made a grand feast for all his ministers and servants, The Feast of Esther. Yet 

Esther still did not divulge that she was Jewish, as Mordechai had instructed her.  

In those days, while Mordechai sat at the king's gate, two of the king's guards became 

angry and planned to assassinate King Achashverosh. The matter became known to 

Mordechai and he informed Queen Esther. Esther then informed the king of it in 

Mordechai's name. The matter was investigated and found to be true, and the two were 

hanged on the gallows.  

3.  After these events, King Achashverosh promoted Haman and placed his seat above 

all his fellow ministers. All the king's servants kneeled and bowed before Haman, for so 

had the king commanded. But Mordechai would not kneel or bow. The king's servants 

said to him, "Why do you not obey the King's command?"  Then Mordechai said he 

would not bow because he was a Jew. When Haman saw that Mordechai would not 



kneel or bow before him, Haman was filled with wrath. But he thought it was wrong to 

kill only Mordechai once he learned that Mordechai was a Jew. So Haman sought to 

annihilate all the Jews throughout the entire kingdom. Thus in the twelfth year of 

King Achashverosh's reign, a pur, which is a lot, was cast before Haman, and it fell on 

the month of Adar. 

Haman said to King Achashverosh, "There is one nation scattered among the nations 

throughout the provinces of your kingdom whose laws are unlike those of any other 

nation and who do not obey the laws of the King. If it please the King, let an edict be 

issued for their destruction, and I will pay ten thousand silver talents to the functionaries, 

to be deposited in the King's treasuries." So the king removed his signet ring from his 

hand and gave it to Haman. The king said to Haman, "The money is yours to keep, and 

this nation is yours to do with as you please."  

The king's scribes were then summoned, and all that Haman commanded was written to 

each province. It was written in King Achashveirosh's name and sealed with the king's 

signet ring: to annihilate, murder and destroy all the Jews, young and old, children and 

women, on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and to plunder their     

possessions.  Copies of the edict were to be proclaimed as law in every province so that 

they should be ready for that day. Then couriers hurried out with the order and the law 

was proclaimed in Shushan the capital.  

4. Mordechai knew all that had occurred, so he tore his clothes [in mourning] and put on 

sackcloth and ash. He went out into the city crying loudly and bitterly. And in every 

province, wherever the edict of the king and his law reached, there was great mourning 

among the Jews, with fasting, crying and wailing; sackcloth and ash were spread out for 

the masses.  

Esther's maids told her about it and the queen was terrified. She sent for Hatach, one of 

the king's servants, and she commanded him to go to Mordechai to find out the 

meaning of the edict. Mordechai told him about all that had happened to him and about 

the sum of money that Haman had promised to pay to the king's treasuries for the right 

to destroy the Jews. He also gave him a copy of the law that was proclaimed in 

Shushan calling for their annihilation to show to Esther.  Mordechai asked Hatach to ask 

Esther to go to the king to plead with him on behalf of her people. Hatach did so.  Then 



Esther told Hatach to tell Mordechai: "All the king's servants and the people of the king's 

provinces know that any man or woman who goes to the king and enters the inner 

courtyard without being summoned, his is but one verdict: execution; except for the 

person to whom the king extends his golden scepter; only he shall live. And I have not 

been summoned to come to the king for thirty days now."   

Esther's words were relayed to Mordechai, and he said to relay to Esther, "Do not think 

that you will escape the fate of all the Jews because you are the Queen. If you will 

remain silent at this time, death will come to the Jews, and you and the house of your 

father will be lost. Perhaps this is why you are now the Queen.” Esther said to relay to 

Mordechai: "Gather all the Jews in Shushan and fast for my sake for three days and 

nights. My maids and I shall also fast. Then I shall go to the king, though it is unlawful, 

and if I perish, I perish."  And  Mordechai did all that Esther had instructed him. 

5. On the third day Esther put on her royal clothes and stood in the inner courtyard of 

the palace, facing the palace. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the palace. 

When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard she found favor in his eyes. 

The king extended to Esther the golden scepter. She approached and touched the tip of 

the scepter. The king said to her, "What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request?” 

Esther replied and said, "My plea and my request: If I have found favor in the King's 

eyes, and if it please the King to grant my plea and fulfill my request, let the King and 

Haman come to the feast that I shall prepare for them, and tomorrow I shall fulfill the 

King's bidding."  

That day Haman left happy and content. But when Haman saw Mordechai at the king's 

gate and he neither rose nor trembled before him, Haman was filled with wrath against 

Mordechai. Haman restrained himself and went to his house and sent for his friends and 

his wife Zeresh.  Haman told them of his glorious wealth and his many sons, and how 

the king had promoted and raised him above all the king's ministers. Then Haman said: 

"In addition, along with the king, Queen Esther invited only me to the feast that she 

prepared for tomorrow.  Yet all this is worthless to me whenever I see Mordechai the 

Jew sitting at the king's gate!"  

Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Have gallows erected fifty cubits 

high, and tomorrow tell the king to have Mordechai hanged on it. Then you will be able 



to go in good spirits with the king to the feast." Haman was pleased with the idea and 

erected the gallows. 

6. That night, the king's sleep was disturbed. He ordered that the Book of Records be 

read before him. It was found written that Mordechai had informed on two of the king's 

guards who had planned to assassinate King Achashverosh. The king asked, "What 

honor has been accorded to Mordechai for this?" "Nothing was done for him," the king's 

attendants replied. "Who is in the courtyard?" asked the king. And just then Haman had 

come to the courtyard to tell the king to hang Mordechai on the gallows he had prepared 

for him. "Haman is standing in the courtyard," the king's attendants answered him. "Let 

him come in," said the king.  

Haman entered, and the king said to him, "What should be done for a man whom the 

king wishes to honor?" Now Haman said to himself, "Who would the king wish to honor 

more than me?" So Haman said to the king, "For a man whom the king wishes to 

honor, let them bring a royal garment that the king has worn, and a horse upon which 

the king has ridden, and upon whose head the royal crown has been placed. And let the 

garment and the horse be entrusted in the hands of one of the king's noble ministers, 

and they shall dress the man whom the king wishes to honor and lead him on the horse 

through the city square, proclaiming before him, 'So is done for the man whom the king 

wishes to honor!'"   

The king said to Haman, "Hurry! Take the garment and the horse just as you have said, 

and do just so for Mordechai the Jew who sits at the king's gate. Do not leave out a 

thing from all that you suggested."  So Haman took the garment and the horse and 

dressed Mordechai, and he led him through the city square and proclaimed before him: 

"So is done for the man whom the King wishes to honor!"  

Then Mordechai returned to the king's gate while Haman hurried to his house, 

miserable, his face covered. Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends about all that 

had happened to him. His friends and his wife Zeresh warned him, "If this Mordechai is 

of Jewish descent, you will not prevail over him, and you will certainly fall before him." 

While they were still talking with him, the king’s servants arrived, and they rushed to 

bring Haman to the feast that Esther had prepared. 



7. The king and Haman came to drink with Queen Esther. And on the second day the 

king said to Esther, "What is your plea, Queen Esther? It will be granted you. What is 

your request? Even if it be half the kingdom it will be fulfilled." Queen Esther said: "If I 

have found favor in your eyes, O King, and if it please the King, let my life be granted 

me by my plea, and the life of my people by my request. For my people and I have been 

sold to be annihilated, killed and destroyed! Had we been sold as slaves I would have 

kept silent. But indeed the persecutor is not bothered by the King's loss."   

The King said to Queen Esther, "Who has the audacity to do such a thing?"  "A man 

who is a persecutor and an enemy: this evil Haman!" Esther replied. And Haman 

shuddered in the presence of the king and the queen. The king arose in wrath, left the 

wine feast and went to the palace garden, while Haman stood up to beg Queen Esther 

for his life, for he realized that the king's hostility towards him was irrevocable. And the 

king returned from the palace garden to the wine-feast chamber.   

Now Haman had fallen upon the sofa upon which Esther was reclining. The king said, 

"Does he even intend to have his way with the queen while I am in the palace!" As soon 

as these words left the king's mouth the face of Haman was covered. Then one of the 

king servant’s said, "In addition, there is the gallows that Haman erected for Mordechai, 

who spoke for the King's good, standing at Haman's house!" "Hang him upon it!" said 

the king. And they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordechai 

and the king's wrath abated. 

8. On that day, King Achashverosh gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman. Then 

Mordechai came before the king, for Esther had told the king how he was related to 

her. And the king removed his signet ring which he had taken from Haman and gave it 

to Mordechai, and Esther put Mordechai in charge of Haman's estate.   

Esther again spoke before the king and fell before his feet.  She cried and begged him 

to nullify the evil decree and Haman’s plot against the Jews. The king extended the 

golden scepter and Esther rose and said, "If it please the King, and if I have found favor 

before him, let an order be issued to withdraw the letters containing the plot of Haman, 

in which he ordered the destruction of the Jews throughout the kingdom. For how can I 

behold the calamity that will befall my people? And how can I behold the destruction of 

my race?"  King Achashverosh said to Queen Esther and Mordechai, "See, I have given 



Haman's estate to Esther, and he himself was hanged on the gallows for raising his 

hand against the Jews.  

Now you can issue decrees concerning the Jews as you please, in the King's name and 

sealed with the King's signet ring. But an edict written in the King's name and sealed 

with the King's signet ring cannot be withdrawn." The king's scribes were then 

summoned, on the twenty-third day of Sivan, and an edict was written according to all 

that Mordechai instructed the Jews. He wrote it in King Achashverosh's name and 

sealed it with the king's signet ring, saying that the king had allowed the Jews of every 

city to gather and stand up for their lives; to annihilate, kill and destroy every army of 

any nation or province that might attack them, including their children and women, and 

to plunder their possessions, on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar.  

The edict was proclaimed as law in every province, so that the Jews would be ready for 

that day to take revenge upon their enemies.  And the law was proclaimed in Shushan 

the capital.  And Mordechai left the king's presence wearing a royal garment of blue and 

white, a large golden crown, and a shawl of fine linen and purple wool. And the city of 

Shushan celebrated and rejoiced. And in every province and city to which the king's 

edict and law reached, there was happiness and joy for the Jews, a celebration and a 

holiday. Many of the gentiles converted to Judaism, for fear of the Jews had fallen upon 

them. 

9. On the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, when the time for the carrying out of the 

king's edict had arrived, on the day the enemies of the Jews had thought they would 

dominate them, the situation was reversed: the Jews dominated their enemies. The 

Jews gathered in their cities throughout the kingdom to attack those who sought to harm 

them. No man stood in their way, for fear of them had fallen upon all the nations. And all 

the ministers of the provinces honored the Jews, for fear of Mordechai had fallen upon 

them, as Mordechai was prominent in the king's palace and his fame was spreading 

throughout all the provinces.  

And the Jews struck at all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying as they 

pleased. In Shushan  the Jews killed five hundred men. They killed the ten sons 

of Haman, persecutor of the Jews, but they took none of the spoils.  The king said 

to Queen Esther, "In Shushan, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men and the 



ten sons of Haman; what have they done in the other provinces of the King? What is 

your plea? It will be granted you. What is your additional request? It will be fulfilled."  

Esther replied, "If it please the King, let the Jews of Shushan be allowed to do tomorrow 

what was lawful today, and let the ten dead sons of Haman be hanged on the 

gallows." The king ordered this done, and the law was proclaimed in Shushan, and the 

ten sons of Haman were hanged. So the Jews of Shushan gathered again on the 

fourteenth day of the month of Adar and killed three hundred men in Shushan, but took 

none of the spoils. And the rest of the Jews of the king's provinces gathered and stood 

up for their lives to relieve themselves of their enemies and killed seventy-five thousand 

of their foes, but took none of the spoils. And they rested on the fourteenth day and 

made it a day of feasting and rejoicing, whereas the Jews of Shushan gathered on the 

thirteenth and fourteenth of Adar, and rested on the fifteenth and made it a day of 

feasting and rejoicing. Thus the Jews who live in unwalled cities make the fourteenth 

day of the month of Adar a holiday, a day of feasting, rejoicing and sending portions of 

food one to another.  

Now Mordechai recorded these events and sent letters to all the Jews living throughout 

the provinces of King Achashverosh, instructing them to celebrate annually the 

fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar; for Haman plotted against the Jews 

to destroy them, and he cast a pur, which is a lot, to shatter them and destroy them. But 

Esther came before the king, who ordered letters to be written to the effect that Haman's 

evil plot against the Jews be returned upon his own head, and he and his sons were 

hanged upon the gallows.  

And they called these days "Purim," after the pur, because of all of the events described 

which explains what happened to the Jews and why they saw fit to establish the 

holiday. And these days are commemorated and celebrated in every generation, by 

every family, in every province and every city for all time.  

10.  And the entire history of the power and strength of King Achashverosh, and the 

account of Mordechai's greatness, whom the king promoted, is recorded in the Book of 

Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia. For Mordechai the Jew was second to 

King Achashverosh, a leader to the Jews, and loved by his many brethren. He sought 

the welfare of his people and spoke peace for all their descendants.  


