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To the members and friends of the JCOB: 
 
The spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) is impacting countless individuals and, increasingly, 
our daily routines. During this time of uncertainty, the Board of Directors of the JCOB wants to 
assure you that the we remain focused on protecting the health of our people while ensuring 
that we continue to provide service to those in need. 

We take the greatest pride in the role we play in the lives of our Jewish community and we 
want to assure you that we are here to assist you as we collectively navigate this dynamic 
situation. 

As we support your evolving needs, we recognize that we have a social responsibility to keep 
our people healthy and to avoid straining our health care system. To that end, we are asking 
members of our JCOB family to take whatever additional cautionary measures they need to 
maintain their health. 

If you find yourself struggling during these difficult times, please use the resources available in 
our community that are there to help you. Whether you need support with basic needs or you 
need emotional support, the JCOB will try to assist. 

Members who need food or supplies should contact Marc Samuels (757-639-3030) and he will 
try to find someone to help. For any other assistance please contact Frank Lacher (757-536-
4220) or George Lurie (252-619-6879) 
 
Regarding religious services, as you are probably aware, our second night Passover Community 
Seder has been cancelled. George Lurie has set up a “Zoom” interface for our next Shabbat 
morning service on Saturday, April 18 and will send out an invitation next weekend.  In that 
regard, you might want to try using “Zoom” during the Haggadah reading of your home seder 
to connect with friends and family who are celebrating with you but cannot be physically 
present. 
 
And the next time we have the privilege of welcoming you to our congregation, you can know 
that our commitment to you remains as steadfast as ever. 
 
Along with other organizations on the Outer Banks, we ask that you pray for all who are 
affected by the coronavirus, and reach out to those in our community who may need added 
assistance or support during this time. Pray for those who work to ensure the safety of all of us. 
Remember those who are sick or in any kind of need. 



 
 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
 
 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose 

between preserving their health or paying their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when the schools close remember 

those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market remember 

those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. During this time when we cannot physically wrap 

our arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our 

neighbors. Amen. 

 


