
 

Parsha Vayairah 

Genesis 18.1 – 22.24 
 

 Vayairah, the fourth parsha in the Book of Genesis, is packed full of 

famous events.  The first half of chapter 18 tells of the impeding birth of Isaac to a 

startled Abraham and Sarah, and Sarah laughs – the root letters tzadee / chet / koof 

thereby naming her son Yitzchak.  The rest of chapters 18 and19 tell of the 

destruction of Sodom and Gommorah – how Abraham argues with God to save the 

cities if but 10 righteous men can be located, the rescue of Lot and his daughters, 

Lot’s wife becoming a pillar of salt, and the continuation of Lot’s lineage.  Isaac is 

born in chapter 21, and Hagar, Abraham’s Egyptian wife, and her son Ishmael are 

sent into the wilderness by Abraham at Sarah’s insistence.   Then chapter 22 tells 

the story of the “AKEDAH”, the binding of Isaac.  This parsha is truly wonderful 

reading. 

 But what makes reading this parsha even more interesting is discovering 

other very significant meanings as seen by others.  In this parsha, I referred to both 

www.bimbam.com and to www.yashanet.com for their insight, as they are able to 

discern the importance of smaller items that I always seem to overlook. 

  At the start of chapter 18, Abraham bounds to the tent door to greet the 3 

strangers, who are, in reality, angels.  His actions to greet and feed them are 

remarkable.  Also note that by visiting Abraham so soon after his circumcision in 

the previous chapter, we deduce the importance of visiting the sick.  It is taught 

that every angel sent by God is given but "one assignment." Let us consider 

Abraham’s 3 angels.  One angel, Michael, usually linked to Israel, gives news to 

Sarah about Isaac’s birth. Another, Gabriel, an angel associated with judgment, 

goes forward to destroy Sodom and Gommorah. And the third, Raphael, an angel 

of healing, heals and comforts Abraham and as a second part of his assignment, 

later rescues Lot. 

In 18:4, Abraham and the three men sit under "the tree." The Hebrew text 

has the definitive article "the" as if it were a special tree. Hebraic tradition says 

that Abraham would always plant a special tree wherever he lived and that those 

sitting under this tree would cause its branches to spread out (if they were 

righteous people) or shrivel (if they were idolators). This special tree is also linked 

to the "Tree of Life," and by inviting people to sit under it, Abraham was 

encouraging them to "rest in God's shade" and not that of idols. 

You ought to compare the angels’ visit with Abraham with their visit soon 

after with Lot.  Gabriel and Raphael came to urge Lot to leave at once before the 

city is destroyed.  Lot was also generous, but when the residents of Sodom 

threatened the guests, Lot responded in an unusual way. 

 A bit further on in chapter 19, we see that Lot’s children’s husbands, as 

well as Lot’s wife, have died, so in order to preserve Lot’s lineage, his daughters 

get him drunk and lie with him on successive nights.  The first son becomes the 

http://www.bimbam.com/
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father of the Moabites and the second son the father on the Ammonites.  While 

this may seem repulsive, remember that before Sarah conceived Isaac, she forced 

Abraham to maintain his lineage by sleeping with Hagar, her Egyptian slave.  The 

Old Testament has many confusing stories about women and their virtue. 

In chapter 21, Isaac becomes the first person to be circumcised when he is 8 

days old.  A bit later, 2 years in fact, Sarah becomes enraged when Ishmael, at the 

age of 15, teases Isaac, who is 2, and tells Abraham to send his first born SON and 

Hagar out into the wilderness.   While some rabbis argue that Abraham wanted 

Ishmael to be his heir, God insisted that Isaac would be his heir, but that God 

would make Ishmael a father of a great nation, and he does, as Ishmael is 

considered the father of Arab Muslims.  Bimbam.com comments on this event.  

They note that in last week’s parsha, an angel tells Hagar that she will have many 

children.  After she is sent out into the desert with Ishmael, an angel, perhaps the 

same one, tells her to have faith that God will protect both of them.  The angel 

shows her to a stream of water and reminds her that she is going to be the mother 

of a great nation, which we know is the nation of Islam.  Hagar is made to suffer 

as the first step on her way to greatness, just as Abraham and Sarah suffered on 

their way to greatness.  I am not aware of any specific details of Hagar and 

Ishmael other than what I read in Genesis, but I suspect that they underwent many 

trials and tribulations.  Bimbam.com indicates that this is a requirement for a 

person’s growth as an adult.  We all can do better once we have faced and 

overcome obstacles in our life.  By the way, the translation of the word “Hagar” is 

“the stranger”. 

What is significant in this parsha, as well as the stories leading to the birth 

of Ishmael and the binding of Isaac, is Abraham’s blind faith and obedience to 

God.  He truly loved God with all his heart, all his soul and all of his being.  Also 

note that Abraham never questions Sarah or God.  If this is what God asks of me, 

this is what I shall do.  And, of course, God repays Abraham with another blessing 

to multiply his seed as the stars in the skies, and hand over to his descendants the 

lands of their enemies. 

 Abraham is not without his faults, but God loves us even when we make 

mistakes.  Twice Abraham claims Sarah is his sister (once to Pharoah and once to 

Abimelech in Chapter 20) because he fears being killed.  And no where in the 

sacrifice of Isaac does it say that Abraham told Sarah or Isaac where he was going 

with Isaac or why.   While the specific events in the Bible may not occur in our 

current culture, the Old Testament tells stories of real people who make mistakes 

all the time, yet God is always there. 

So I say that this parsha shows that while Abraham is truly special, so is 

God.  As the 13 Attributes of Faith state, he is all knowing and all powerful, and 

forgives our sins and our failings.  Remember that God loves us even when we 

make the mistakes that God knows we are going to make because, after all, we are 

just human beings. 

 



In this week's Torah reading, God promises a child to Abraham and Sarah, 

despite childless Sarah's advanced age. This week's haftorah from King II 

describes a similar incident that occurred many years later — the 

prophet Elisha assuring an elderly childless woman that she will bear a child. 

The haftorah discusses two miracles performed by the prophet Elisha. The 

first miracle involved a widow who was heavily in debt, and her creditors were 

threatening to take her two sons as slaves to satisfy the debt. When the prophet 

asked her what she had in her home, the widow responded that she had nothing but 

a vial of oil. Elisha told her to gather as many empty containers as possible — 

borrowing from neighbors and friends as well. She should then pour oil from her 

vial into the empty containers. She did as commanded, and miraculously the oil 

continued to flow until the last empty jug was filled. The woman sold the oil for a 

handsome profit, and had enough money to repay her debts and live comfortably. 

The second miracle: Elisha would often pass by the city of Shunam, where 

he would dine and rest at the home of a certain hospitable couple. This couple 

even made a special addition to their home, a guest room designated for Elisha's 

use. When the prophet learned that the couple was childless, he blessed the woman 

that she should give birth to a child in exactly one year's time. And indeed, one 

year later a son was born to the aged couple.  A few years later the son complained 

of a headache and died shortly thereafter. The Shunamit woman laid the lifeless 

body on the bed in Elisha's designated room, and quickly summoned the prophet. 

Elisha hurried to the woman's home and miraculously brought the boy back to life. 
 

                                  


