
 

Parsha V’zot Haberachah 

Deuteronomy 33-34 

Genesis 1-2.3 
 

 The month of Tishrei is full of Jewish Holidays.  The 1st day is Rosh 

Hashanah.  The 10th day is Yom Kippur.  The 15th day is Sukkot, the Feast of 

Weeks or Tabernacles, and it is celebrated for 8 days.  Sukkot’s first 2 days 

are more special than the next four intermediate days, with the 5th 

intermediate day being Hoshanah Rabah, while the last day is Shemini 

Atzeret.  Then the day immediately after Shemini Atzeret is Simchat Torah, 

and it is known as a day of great celebration when we conclude the reading 

of the Book of Deuteronomy and start over again in the Book of Genesis. 

 In the month of October, Yom Kippur was observed on the 8th and 9th, 

it’s now Sukkot between the 13th thru the 20th, then Shemini Atzeret will 

follow on the 21st, and Simchat Torah will be celebrated on the 22nd. 

 

 There are many, many special Torah and Haftarah parshas that are 

read during the course of Sukkot, and although tonight is the start of the 6th 

intermediate day, since we only convene once a month, I thought it would be 

more appropriate to comment on the last parsha in Deuteronomy, known as 

V’zot Haberachah.  It is a rather short parsha, with Chapter 33 being devoted 

primarily to Moses’ Blessings for the 12 Tribes.  The content is similar to 

the blessings that Jacob gave to his sons, but the context now refers more to 

the lands each tribe will occupy once they cross over the River Jordan.  

Benjamin continues to be the favorite tribe in God’s eyes.  Simeon does not 

receive a separate blessing as his inheritance is 19 cities within the lands 

given to his brother Judah.  Joseph’s tribal blessing goes to his sons Ephraim 

and Menasseh.  The tribal lands of Gad lay east of the Jordan, and were the 

largest of all the tribes as a reward for fulfilling his promise to cross the 

Jordan and help the other tribes secure the Land of Canaan.  And so on. 

 The conclusion to the Blessings is the tacit reminder that all this will 

happen because God is the Israelite’s source of security, prosperity and 

victory.  God alone is to be revered.  Idols have no place in this kingdom.  

The rules of God are to be followed without question. 

 

 Bimbam.com brings up an interesting point.  How do you end the 

Torah?  If it begins with creation, why do you end it with death?  While we 

all know that it ends with the death of Moses, perhaps we like that ending 

because Moses, after all, was the oldest living Israelite at 120, and he had 



done all that he was supposed to do.  He had brought the Children of Israel 

out of the bondage in Egypt, led them thru the parted waters of the Red 

Sea/Sea of Reeds, guided them thru the desert of Sinai, given them the Ten 

Commandments not once but twice, led them in battle against their enemies, 

fed them when they were hungry and thirsty, gave them the laws of the 

Jewish civilization, and did countless other things.  So while some may look 

upon this parsha with sadness, because the last man to see God face-to-face 

was about to die, others will look upon it as a new creation, because in 

Joshua we begin to read about the Children of Israel entering a land of milk 

and honey that God had promised them for a long, long time. 

 Let me read a few verses from the end of Chapter 34 as it elegantly 

describes Moses’ last day on earth.  

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, [to the] top of the summit 

facing Jericho. And the Lord showed him all the Land: The Gilead until Dan, And the 

Lord said to him, "This is the Land I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, 'I 

will give it to your offspring.' I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross 

over there." 

And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there, in the land of Moab, by the mouth of the 

Lord.  And He buried him in the valley, in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Pe'or. And no 

person knows the place of his burial, unto this day.  Moses was one hundred and twenty 

years old when he died. His eye had not dimmed, nor had his strength abated. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his 

hands upon him. And the children of Israel obeyed him, and they did as the Lord had 

commanded Moses. 

And there was no other prophet who arose in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew 

face to face, as manifested by all the signs and wonders, which the Lord had sent him to 

perform in the Land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and all his servants, and all his land. 

 While we read the last chapters in Deuteronomy today, had this been 

Simchat Torah, the 6th and 7th aliyahs would have been combined, and the 

actual 7th aliyah would have been Genesis 1.1-2.3, which is the story of the 

first 7 days of the world.  Of course to do that here, we would need to have 

rolled a second Torah to its beginning.  Maybe someday. 

 Before I mention the Haftarah portion, it occurred to me how good it 

is that Deuteronomy is the fifth and final book of the Torah.  I’m sure most 

of you know that the original Torah ended with the Book of Numbers, and 

that Deuteronomy was discovered during the reign of King Josiah, who was 

so excited about its discovery that he ordered all the idols put in place by his 

father King Mannaseh destroyed. 



 In any case, the Book of Numbers does not have a similar ending.  It 

just ends.  Moses is still alive and the Israelites are encamped on the east 

shore of the River Jordan.  It’s not an anticlimax, but it does not foretell the 

future of the Children of Israel. 

 Not only does Deuteronomy address this faulty ending to the Four 

Books of Moses, but the Haftarah maintains the flow that is supposed to 

follow the death of Moses.  How does it do that, you ask?  Well, the 

Haftarah for this parsha is chapter 1, verse 1 in the Book of Joshua!  While 

you normally have to search for the theme that connects the Torah with the 

Haftarah, that is not the case here.  The two fit together perfectly.  I’ll read 

part of Haftarah and then we’ll get back to our service. 

 
And it was after the death of Moses that the Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun:  Moses 

my servant has died; and now arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this nation, to the land 

which I give the children of Israel. 

 

Every place on which the soles of your feet will tread I have given to you, as I have 

spoken to Moses.  From this desert and Lebanon to the great river, the Euphrates, all the 

land of the Hittites to the great sea westward shall be your boundary. 

 

No man shall stand up before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so shall I 

be with you. I will not weaken My grasp on you nor will I abandon you. 

 

Be strong and have courage; for you will cause this nation to inherit the land that I have 

sworn to their ancestors to give to them.  Just be strong and very courageous to observe 

and do in accordance with all of the Torah that Moses My servant has commanded you.  

 

Do not stray there from right or left, in order that you succeed wherever you go. 

This book of the Torah shall not leave your mouth; you shall meditate therein day and 

night, in order that you observe to do all that is written in it, for then will you succeed in 

all your ways and then will you prosper.  Be strong and have courage, do not fear and do 

not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 

 

 

 


